
Friendly fire
Modern fireplace designs 
that keep the flame alive

By Tanja Kern

GatherinG by the hearth remains 
one of the cooler season’s greatest 
pleasures. 

An added bonus: the supplemental 
heat can also help keep those pesky 
utility bills in check—if you have the 
right kind of fireplace. Since these 
babies are intended to heat the room 
you are in, you can turn down—or even 
turn off—your whole-house heating 
system while you warm up in the glow 
of a romantic fire.  

Vent-free fireplaces, which have been 
an option since the ‘60s, are becoming 
more popular with homeowners. By 
not sending all their heat up a chimney, 
vent-free fireplaces are able to transfer 
the majority of their heat into the room, 
and they burn with clean technology 
and super-high efficiencies

While traditional fireplaces burn 
wood or natural gas, today’s eco-
conscious models warm a space by 
burning bioethanol. This renewable 
energy source, also known as dena-
tured alcohol, is made by fermenting 
the sugar and starch components of 
plant by-products—crops like sugar-
cane and grain. It creates a clean-
burning, beautiful flame in fireplaces 
and clean emissions of heat, steam, 
and carbon dioxide. 

We’ve rounded up some of the hot-
test modern fireplaces for your space. 

1 ZIRCON
The Malm Zircon is a conical fireplace 
that radiates warmth and cheer. Avail-
able in matte black and ten beautiful 
porcelain colors, the wood-burning 
model comes in a three sizes: 30, 34 
and 38 inches. The gas-burning model 
also comes in ten colors and measures 
34 inches. Starting at $1,940 for wood-
burning models and $2,700 for natural-
gas-burning models.  
Malmfireplaces.com

2 TERRA 
This portable fireplace is easy to move 
and clean. It consumes denatured etha-
nol, which has a clean burning process. 

The elliptical shape is nearly 24 inches 
wide and stands 30 inches tall. $2,250. 
Cocoonfires.com

3 FIREORB
Designed by architect Doug Garofalo, 
the Fireorb is a Jetsons-like piece of 
spun metal that hangs in midair. It can 
rotate 360 degrees and is 40 inches in 
diameter. $5,900. Fireorb.net

4 ASPECT
The Aspect cleverly refashions the tra-
ditional fireplace with clean lines and a 
stainless firebox. This portable solution, 
fueled with bioethanol, is available in 
crisp black or white as standard, and 
it can be custom coated in an array of 
colors. Starting at $6,200. 
Ecosmartfire.com

5 IGLOO
The Igloo is designed with futuristic 
appeal with a stainless-steel platform 
suspended between a glass surround, 
which allows the flame to dance in 
many directions. Created as a portable 
work of art, the fireplace is fueled with 
bioethanol. $3,980. Allmodern.com

6 KIRKWOOD
The Kirkwood is made of one graceful 
arch that gets thinner on the top and 
thicker on the sides. Designed to be 
placed anywhere in a room, you can 
watch the flames from each direction. 
Measures 25 inches wide and 20 inches 
tall. $227. Kardiel.com

7 VELLUM
Add a rich, fiery ambiance with a 

round, polished stainless-steel fireplace. 
The wall-mounted unit burns denatured 
ethanol and measures 24 by 24 inches. 
$3,450. Plushpod.com

8 AERIS
The Aeris stainless-steel fireplace hangs 
from a metal rod, can be rotated 360 
degrees, and can be adjusted to six 
different heights. In the winter, it burns 
denatured ethanol. In the summer, the 
fireplace can be used as a drink cooler; 
simply remove the combustion chamber 
and fill with ice! $3,500. Houzz.com

9 SPACE CREATOR
This see-through fireplace is available in 
natural gas or propane-burning models. 
Choose from remote control or wall 
operation and four sizes. Prices vary. 
Blazefireplaces.com

10 ALMEJA
The Traforart Almeja suspended fire-
place is designed to be installed in the 
center of a room. Customize the color 
of the outer shell, base, and feet.  
Fiammafireplaces.com

11 SPARK VENT
An airy, open-window feel is the 
highlight of this see-through fireplace 
design. Sleek, contemporary dual 

façades blend seamlessly into the envi-
ronment to subtly define open space. 
Starting at $4,400. Sparkfires.com

12 STAND ALONE
The Stand Alone is available in propane 
and natural gas models and is a solu-
tion for spaces where you want to add 
a fireplace with minimal infrastructure 
changes. Choose from black-painted 
steel or black glass interiors and four 
sizes. Ortalheat.com
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